


  
    
      
        ×        
      

              
 (561) 475-1103

          (561) 475-1103

            
        
          GET YOUR FREE 
CONSULTATION

          











    Full Name
        *
    
    
    
    



    Best Phone
        *
    
    
    
    



    Email Address
        *
    
    
    
    



    Comments/Message
        
    
    
    
    




	
				
				
					If you are human, leave this field blank.				
				
			

		

SUBMIT MY REQUEST 








Δ




      

    

  






  
    ×    
      
          
              
                    
                    Loading...              
              

          

          
        
            
              
          

          

          

      

    

  

     Close Gallery



        
        
             
			
                			

				
			    

	
	Rated 5.0 stars
(Based on 26 reviews)
				
                                        
                    	
                                                        MENU

                                                                                                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        [image: West Palm Beach Child Custody Attorney]


[image: West Palm Beach Child Custody Attorney]


                                    

                                    
                                                                            
                                        

                                        

                                        
                                              (561) 475-1103  
                                                                                            
                                            
                                            
                                                                                        


                                            
    
                                                 Click to Call
    
    Contact Us    

                                                                                          

                                             8am to 6pm Mon-Fri                                        

                                

                                                                                                                    
                                        
                                                                
                                                
                                                    Navigation                        
                                                  
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                  
                                                

                                                
                                                    	Divorce Lawyer
	Family Law
	Child Custody
	Child Support
	Father’s Rights
	Domestic Violence
	Reviews
	Contact Us

                                                



                                            

                                        
                                                                            

                                

                            

                                                    

                    

				

                                
				

			


    
        Site Navigation

        

    
    
    	Divorce Lawyer
	Family Law
	Child Custody
	Child Support
	Father’s Rights
	Domestic Violence
	Reviews
	Contact Us

    
    
                                        

                                             (561) 475-1103  
                                            
Contact Us
                                          
                                          
                                        

                                




	
        
        
        
                        
                
                    Compassionate Child Custody Attorneys 
 Legal Protection for You & Your Children

                

                
    
    				
    
    					
    
    						
    
    							
    
    							    
    						

    
    					

    
    				
    
    				

                

	
	Rated 5.0 stars
(Based on 26 reviews)


            

                        
                

				

			  GET YOUR FREE 
CONSULTATION

			  
              	
					











    Full Name
        *
    
    
    
    



    Best Phone
        *
    
    
    
    



    Email Address
        *
    
    
    
    



    Comments/Message
        
    
    
    
    





    Captcha
        
    
    

    
    


	
				
				
					If you are human, leave this field blank.				
				
			

		

SUBMIT MY REQUEST 








Δ





              	
                    

	

		The Law Office of Verna Popo


	RATED 5.0 STARS

 (Based on 26 Client Reviews)

                    

				


			

            
     
                    

        

        [image: ]


[image: ]

        

	

		

    

	
	

		

            
                        


                            
                            
            		

			
		

				

					

					West Palm Beach Child Custody Attorney


                        
                            
                        
                        Parents, even after experiencing huge stress on a divorce process, would still want the best for their children. Child custody, also referred to as parental responsibility, is among the most sentimental and controversial forms of family law practice areas. With compassion and dedication, your best West Palm Beach child custody attorney can help you.
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The Law Office of Verna Popo is an excellent choice for a legal partner since our attorneys understand the relationship between parents and children and how they should have legal protection. We are equipped to provide every legal service required in child custody enforcement cases. Whether there is a stubborn parent or a change in your arranged time-sharing and parental responsibility, our skilled attorneys are here for you. 

We will assist you in understanding all aspects of your legal situation and convey to you all of the best alternatives for you and your children. We strive to effectively manage all legal processes, documentation, and court arguments as fast as possible so that your time-sharing and parental responsibility rights function properly and within your best interest.

As we have seen through our years of experience, no two child custody disputes are alike. We work ’round the clock to entirely use our resources, so we get the best possible result for you. Whether you want to acquire sole custody or simply have fair time-sharing and responsibility agreements with the other parent, our lawyers are skilled to help you.

Call The Law Office of Verna Popo today at (561) 475-1103 for your Free Consultation with a West Palm Beach Child Custody lawyer!

West Palm Beach Child Custody

Florida court can grant one or both parents more than one type of custody.

[image: West Palm Beach Child Custody Attorney child custody 300x200 1]


[image: West Palm Beach Child Custody Attorney child custody 300x200 1]


The first one is Sole Parental Responsibility (Sole Custody) which can be granted when the other parent is declared unsuitable for raising the child. Every decision concerning the child is made by the parent who has been granted sole parental responsibility. The family court can also give this type of parental responsibility while still letting the other parent participate in the child’s life after being put back as a deserving parent to raise their child.

The second one is shared parental responsibility, which is given to both parents and is equivalent to joint custody. The court may appoint one parent as the ultimate decision-maker in healthcare and education, while other areas are shared. It is commonly granted to parents who both show enough capability to raise the child and improve the child’s welfare. If the two parents are not married, this type of child custody can still be granted.


Get A FREE CONSULTATION 

Determining Child Custody

In West Palm Beach, FL, child support is calculated according to Section 61.13 of the Florida Statutes. To begin, each party’s net earnings must be calculated by deducting certain amounts, like taxes and health insurance, from the total gross earnings of that parent.
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Following that, the base support amount will be concluded using a chart that takes into account the parties’ merged net income and the number of children involved. Lastly, the party paying child support is authorized to make credits given that they can still pay specific expenses such as health insurance or child care.

There are numerous factors that are important to secure child custody. The overall purpose is to establish a custody arrangement that ultimately benefits the child’s physical, mental, and emotional well-being. Like in all legal matters, it is an attorney’s role to keep those highlighted factors in creating the best situation for an advantageous custody decision for you.

Although no lawyer can assure specific outcomes, at The Law Office of Verna Popo, we dedicate our resources and expertise to ensuring that your child gets the appropriate custodial arrangement for healthy development and early life experiences. We are a family law firm with considerable experience in child custody cases in West Palm Beach. Our team will ensure that you receive the best possible settlement by expressing your case in the clearest way in court and implementing necessary legal arguments.

Call The Law Office of Verna Popo today at (561) 475-1103 for your Free Consultation with a West Palm Beach Child Custody lawyer!

Custody Modification & Enforcement

Situations change as time passes. A viable child custody or child support arrangement at the beginning may no longer be so. Although each child custody case has a unique series of agreements, there are some common scenarios that may require a family court to intervene and issue a custody enforcement order. Unpredicted economic crashes can also have further consequences, necessitating spousal or child support modification.
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The Law Office of Verna Popo has the most experienced West Palm Beach, FL child custody attorneys capable of handling all the legal procedures needed in filing and creating a proper child custody modification. We will closely inspect your case, devise the most suitable child custody plan that fits your new way of living, and present the strongest possible argument to secure you get the best arrangement. We will ensure that there are no major inconveniences during the child custody modification process, which may have an impact on your child’s well-being.

Child custody enforcement is also a case we can help you with. This is a legal action taken to resolve the issue of a disobedient parent. When one parent fails to provide monetary support for the child on time or in the exact amount, we can support you in taking legal action to ensure your child’s comfort.


Get A FREE CONSULTATION 

Frequently Asked Questions

							
			
			
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What is your experience in handling child custody cases in West Palm Beach?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							Child custody in West Palm Beach, Florida, prioritizes the child's welfare. It involves filing a petition, mediation, evaluations if needed, a court hearing, and a final custody order. The court considers factors for the child's well-being, may grant joint custody, and allows modifications if circumstances change. Collaborative parenting is encouraged, and legal advice is recommended for navigating the process.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What is the process for determining child custody arrangements in West Palm Beach, Florida?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In West Palm Beach, Florida, child custody arrangements are determined based on the best interests of the child. The process typically involves the following steps: 1) Parents may reach a voluntary agreement on custody and visitation through negotiation or mediation. 2) If an agreement is not reached, a court may intervene. 3) Both parents submit proposed parenting plans outlining custody, visitation, and decision-making responsibilities. 4) The court considers these plans, the child's well-being, each parent's abilities, and any relevant factors to make a custody determination. 5) The court may appoint a guardian ad litem or conduct evaluations if necessary. 6) The final custody order is issued, detailing custody, visitation schedules, and decision-making responsibilities. 7) Parents are expected to adhere to the court-ordered arrangement, and modifications can be sought if circumstances change. Consulting with a family law attorney is advisable to navigate this process effectively.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									How can you help me establish or modify a child custody agreement?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In West Palm Beach, Florida, child custody arrangements are determined based on the best interests of the child. The process typically involves the following steps: 1) Parents may reach a voluntary agreement on custody and visitation through negotiation or mediation. 2) If an agreement is not reached, a court may intervene. 3) Both parents submit proposed parenting plans outlining custody, visitation, and decision-making responsibilities. 4) The court considers these plans, the child's well-being, each parent's abilities, and any relevant factors to make a custody determination. 5) The court may appoint a guardian ad litem or conduct evaluations if necessary. 6) The final custody order is issued, detailing custody, visitation schedules, and decision-making responsibilities. 7) Parents are expected to adhere to the court-ordered arrangement, and modifications can be sought if circumstances change. Consulting with a family law attorney is advisable to navigate this process effectively.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What factors do Florida courts consider when determining child custody?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							Florida courts consider several factors when determining child custody, focusing on the child's best interests. Key factors include the child's physical, emotional, and developmental needs, the ability of each parent to provide a stable and nurturing environment, the child's relationship with each parent, and the parents' willingness to encourage a close and continuing relationship between the child and the other parent. Courts also consider each parent's moral fitness, their capacity to provide for the child's education and healthcare, and any evidence of domestic violence or substance abuse. Additionally, the child's age, preferences (if mature enough), and adjustment to school and community may be taken into account.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									How do you approach cases involving parental relocation or parental alienation?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In cases involving parental relocation in West Palm Beach, I approach them by first assessing the circumstances and reasons for the proposed move. I work to ensure that any relocation plans align with the child's best interests and the existing custody orders. If there are concerns about parental alienation, I strive to address and mitigate these issues through legal means, emphasizing the importance of both parents' involvement in the child's life. My approach includes thorough documentation, presenting evidence to the court, and advocating for solutions that foster healthy parent-child relationships while prioritizing the child's well-being.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What are the potential outcomes and challenges I should be aware of in my specific child custody case?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							The potential outcomes and challenges in a child custody case in West Palm Beach, Florida, can vary depending on the unique circumstances of your case. Outcomes may include shared custody arrangements, primary custody with one parent, or supervised visitation in cases of safety concerns. Challenges may involve disputes over parenting time, disagreements about decision-making, allegations of parental alienation, or addressing the child's changing needs as they grow. It's crucial to consult with an experienced child custody attorney who can assess your specific situation, provide guidance on potential outcomes, and help you navigate the legal process effectively to achieve the best possible resolution for your child's well-being.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What is your fee structure, and what are the expected costs associated with my case?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							As a divorce attorney in West Palm Beach, my fee structure typically involves an initial consultation fee, which may range from $100 to $500, where we discuss your case and needs. For ongoing representation, I often charge hourly rates ranging from $150 to $500 per hour, depending on experience and complexity. Keep in mind that costs can vary based on the complexity of your case, legal fees, court filing fees, and any additional expenses such as expert witness fees or mediation costs. It's important to have a clear fee agreement with your attorney and discuss potential costs upfront during your consultation to ensure transparency and budget accordingly.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									How do you communicate with clients and keep them informed about their case's progress in West Palm Beach, Fl?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In West Palm Beach, Florida, I prioritize clear and regular communication with my clients. I typically maintain open lines of communication through phone calls, emails, and in-person meetings as needed. I provide updates on case developments, court dates, and any important information. Additionally, I encourage clients to reach out with questions or concerns at any time. Keeping clients informed and involved in their cases is crucial to building trust and ensuring they are well-informed and engaged throughout the legal process.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What is your stance on alternative dispute resolution methods, such as mediation, and when do you recommend them?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							I generally support alternative dispute resolution methods like mediation, especially when they can lead to amicable resolutions that prioritize the child's best interests. Mediation is often recommended when there is potential for cooperation between parents and a willingness to work together to find solutions. It can be particularly valuable in reducing conflict, saving time and costs, and allowing parents to have more control over the outcome. However, I assess each case individually, and if mediation is not appropriate due to safety concerns or unwillingness to compromise, I will advise alternative approaches to protect my client's rights and the child's welfare.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									Can you explain the difference between legal custody and physical custody, and how they apply in Florida?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In Florida child custody, legal custody pertains to decision-making authority about the child's upbringing, while physical custody, also known as timesharing, determines where the child resides and how they spend time with each parent. Legal custody can be joint (shared) or sole (vested in one parent), as can physical custody, and the court aims to establish arrangements that best serve the child's interests while considering various factors.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									How do you handle cases involving grandparents' rights to visitation or custody?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							When handling cases involving grandparents' rights to visitation or custody in West Palm Beach, Florida, I assess each situation individually, considering the specific circumstances and the best interests of the child. Grandparents seeking visitation or custody typically must demonstrate that it is in the child's best interests for them to be involved, especially if the child's parents object to the arrangement. I work to negotiate or litigate on behalf of my client, whether they are the grandparent seeking rights or a parent opposing such rights, and strive to reach a resolution that ensures the child's welfare while upholding the legal principles relevant to grandparents' rights in Florida.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What should I do if I believe the other parent is not acting in our child's best interests or is violating a custody order in West Palm Beach?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							If you suspect the other parent is not acting in your child's best interests or violating a custody order in West Palm Beach, Florida, take several steps: document violations, consult with your attorney, consider mediation, file a motion for enforcement if needed, and seek emergency relief in cases of immediate danger. Prioritize your child's stability and well-being throughout the process, and consult with an experienced child custody attorney to navigate these situations effectively while safeguarding your child's interests.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									Are there any specific guidelines or strategies you recommend for co-parenting effectively after divorce or separation for people in West Palm Beach?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							To co-parent effectively after divorce or separation in West Palm Beach, Florida, prioritize open and respectful communication, establish consistency and routines, share decision-making, remain flexible, respect boundaries, shield the child from conflicts, use technology for coordination, maintain consistent rules, foster a positive attitude toward the other parent, and seek professional help if needed. These guidelines and strategies can help create a stable and supportive co-parenting environment that promotes your child's well-being.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									Can you provide information on the process for modifying an existing child custody order if circumstances change in West Palm Beach, FL?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							In West Palm Beach, Florida, to modify an existing child custody order due to a substantial change in circumstances, follow these steps: consult with an attorney, gather evidence supporting the change, file a petition for modification, serve notice to the other parent, attend court proceedings, and, if approved, the court will issue a new custody order. It's essential to provide clear and convincing evidence demonstrating that the modification is in the child's best interests, and consulting with an attorney is advisable for guidance throughout the process.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What are the potential challenges or issues that can arise during the child custody process in Florida, and how do you address them?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							Potential challenges in the child custody process in Florida include disputes over parenting time, allegations of parental misconduct, parental relocation requests, and addressing the child's evolving needs. To address these issues, I prioritize open communication and negotiation, working to find amicable solutions. If necessary, I provide vigorous representation in court to protect my client's rights and the child's best interests, presenting evidence, and legal arguments effectively. Mediation and alternative dispute resolution methods are also encouraged when appropriate to reduce conflict and expedite resolutions. Overall, my approach is to tailor strategies to the specific challenges of each case while prioritizing the child's well-being.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									How do you stay updated on changes in Florida family law and how they may affect child custody cases?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							I stay updated on changes in Florida family law and their impact on child custody cases through ongoing legal education, legal publications, active involvement in bar associations, networking with peers, and using online resources. This approach ensures that I can provide my clients with accurate and current legal guidance and representation in child custody matters.						  

						

					

					
					
								
					
					
						
						  
							
																	
									
								 
								
									What documentation or evidence should I gather to support my child custody case, and how can I assist in building a strong case in West Palm Beach?								
							
						  

						

						
						  
							To build a strong child custody case in West Palm Beach, Florida, gather the following documentation and evidence: 1) Records of your involvement in the child's life, including photos, school records, and medical records. 2) Evidence of the other parent's involvement or any issues that concern you, such as communications or incident reports. 3) Financial records to demonstrate your ability to provide for the child. 4) Any evidence related to a substantial change in circumstances if you're seeking a modification. 5) Character references and witness statements supporting your parenting abilities. Collaborate closely with your attorney to compile and present this evidence effectively in court.						  

						

					

					
					
							

			





Let’s Talk Now – Free Consultation
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The Law Office of Verna Popo acknowledges how important it is to protect your child’s legal rights. We believe in promoting children’s healthy lifestyles and relationships with their parents. Our team can manage any West Palm Beach child custody case.

From child custody applications, modifications, and enforcement to related legal services, such as divorce and paternity establishment, our professional and competent lawyers are here to assist you. Give your child the best life despite all the uncontrolled challenges life has thrown your family. The Law Office of Verna Popo is here for you! 

Call The Law Office of Verna Popo today at (561) 475-1103 for your Free Consultation with a West Palm Beach Child Custody lawyer!
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Excellent service.

Excellent service. We had wills etc prepared. Great advice, thank you.... read more
- Ryan Baxter
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